
Bulldogs Place Third in Wild West Bowl 
By Judy Rogers 
 
 The Golden Plains Bulldog Football team placed third in the Wild West Bowl—six man 
playoffs—with a 90-52 win over the Weskan Coyotes on November 16 in Dodge City.  This is 
the fourth year of six-man football for the Bulldogs and their fourth year to play in the WWB.  
 “It felt good to finish my high school career with a win,” said senior Harley Weese.  “We 
changed up our defense and it worked well.  We played as a team and finished the season with 
the win.” 
 The Bulldogs won the toss and ran the ball four downs before turning over to Weskan.  
Senior Harley Weese stopped the Coyotes the first three downs before the attempted to pass.  
Falling short, the Dogs took over.  Weese ran to inside the 15 before Rojelio Loya finished the 
drive in the end zone. Weese kicked a 2-point conversion and the Dogs were on the board 8-0. 
 Back on offense, Weskan attempted to pass but the Bulldogs work on pass coverage paid 
off as they kept the Coyotes from connecting to reclaim possession.  Weese quickly ran the ball 
in for the Dogs for a 14-0 lead.  Rojelio stopped the Coyotes running efforts so they passed again 
finding success with their own score.  A passed conversion connected to close the spread to 14-7. 
 On the next possession, Weese scrambled around to avoid a defender before connecting 
with Wade Rush.  Roberto Loya took the ball down the field for another Bulldog score.  The 
Coyotes answered with their own score to end the first quarter with a 20-13 Bulldog lead. 
 The second quarter was full of touchdown trades as the Bulldogs opened with a Weese 
run to the goal line.  Weskan answered with one of their own.  Roberto broke through Weskan’s 
defense as he ran in the first play of the next possession.  Rojlelio connected with Weese for the 
extra point.  Weskan again responded with another TD and PAT.   
 Weskan kicked a short kick back to the Dogs.  Senior Colby Lathrop downed the ball to 
gain possession.  Weese then ran in the first play and the Dogs were up 39-26 with six minutes 
left in the first half. 
 The Coyotes were unable to move the ball as their passes did not connect and Roberto 
and Weese kept their running game from advancing.  Back on offense, Weese ran the field once 
more for a Bulldog score.  Rush then intercepted a Weskan pass.  Following runs by Roberto and 
Weese, Rojelio passed the ball to Rush in the end zone.  Although the Coyotes blocked the PAT 
kick, the Dogs extended their lead to 52-26.   
 The Coyotes weren’t about to giveup as they answered with another quick score and PAT 
kick.  When they kicked back to the Bulldogs, Roberto Loya picked up the kick and ran it back 
to the end zone.  Weskan put the ball in the air in an effort to gain yards but too many incomplete 
passes turned the ball back over to the Bulldogs.  Weese carried the ball, followed by a Roberto 
Loya run.  Rojelio Loya finished the drive with another Bulldog touchdown to give the Dogs a 
64-34 lead at the half. 
 The teams traded possessions to start the second half.  The Coyotes intercepted a Bulldog 
pass only to be stopped by Roberto Loya.  They finally made it to the end zone but the Dogs 
blocked the PAT kick.  Roberto once again returned the kick for a Bulldog touchdown but the 
Coyotes came back with one of their own.  Rojelio Loya ran in one more for the Dogs to 
maintain a 30 point lead 76-46 at the end of the third quarter. 
 Roberto Loya scored again to start the fourth.  Junior Austin Durham caught the extra 
point pass to put the Dogs at 83.  Weskan made several good runs before passing for a first 
down.  They ran in their final score of the game but couldn’t get the kick attempt to go through 



the posts.  Harley Weese ran in a Bulldog touchdown untouched on the first play of the next 
possession.  It was called back so he just ran it in again.  With a PAT run by sophomore Ethan 
Shea, the Bulldogs it their final score for the win 90-52. 
 “We had played Weskan the past three years at the Wild West Bowl,” said Rojelio Loya.  
“We lost the last two so it felt very good to get the win.”  “We all played great,” added Toby 
Korte, junior.  “Everyone got in the game and we played great as a team.”  “It was fun to end the 
season with a win,” added Wade Rush.   
 Roberto Loya finished the game with 170 rushing yards, 4 receiving yards, and 92 kick 
return yards along with 14 tackles.  Harley Weese totaled 15 passing yards, 3 receiving yards, 
and 256 rushing yards and 15 tackles.  Rojelio Loya rushed for 86 yards, passed for 25, and 
received 4. He had 11 tackles. Wade Rush received for 31 yards, had 8 tackles, and 1 
interception.  Ethan Shea rushed for 7 yards, had 2 tackles and 1 interception.  Austin Durham 
received for 3 yards, Mason Green rushed for 1 yard, Jovanny Infante had 10 tackles, and Jaime 
Infante had 3 tackles. 
 “It was a great way to end the year by winning the consolation game at the Wild West 
Bowl,” said Coach Travis Smith.  “The boys played their hearts out to finish the year on a high 
note at 7-4.  “Thanks to everyone who supported these young men this season.  A big thank you 
to the GPHS Cheerleaders for everything they have done for us this week and the entire year. 
Thank you to the GP Booster Club for the WWB t-shirts and to all the moms who have 
organized meals and snacks for the team this week and the entire season.” 
 


